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2026 THEME FOR BEREA & ZION

LIVING THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things

there is no law." Galatians 5:22-23

The fruit of the Spirit is evidence of His work in our lives, shown
by how we serve Christ by serving others. Because of the salvation
Jesus bought for us, we are now free. But what SHOULD we do?
Paul says he (and we) are "slaves" ("servants") to Christ.

By being servants and in gratitude to Jesus for His saving work,
we are empowered by the Spirit working in and through us to do what
He wants. We praise Him with lives well lived, and bring the
message of salvation to everyone around us, bringing Him glory by
our actions.

Throughout the year, we will explore the meaning of all nine fruit.
Watch for these explorations on the announcement page. We hope
you will revisit your understanding of God's gifts, seeing where the
Holy Spirit's fruit shine through. You are a work in progress, a work
of art that God has not yet finished.

BEREA & ZION GUESTS

At the end of worship we would like to invite you to please take a
moment to sign our guest book in the foyer.

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

Welcome!  It’s great to have you with us today!  If you're here

because you‘re looking for a church family, we're always

excited to unite brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Talk to Pastor John for more info.

http://www.hay.net/~bnz


2nd Sunday after the Epiphany ~ Jan. 18, 2026

As We Gather

People often speak about a person’s calling in life. They are
describing a unique purpose or vocation according to interests and
talents.

Today we hear of God calling otherwise ordinary fishermen
Andrew and his brother Simon Peter. They were called by God
through John the Baptist to follow the Messiah, the Christ, Jesus of
Nazareth. They were called to be disciples and eventually to be sent
on Christ's mission as apostles. The prophet Isaiah says even the
Saviour, the servant of the Lord, was called from the womb by God,
"that Israel might be gathered to Him," and called "as a light for the
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth" (Isaiah
49:5-6). Saul of Tarsus was "called by the will of God to be an
apostle of Christ Jesus," and Saul, now named Paul, reminds the
church at Corinth and us that we are "called to be saints" (1
Corinthians 1:1-2). This calling differs from merely surveying
interests or abilities within us; it comes to us from outside of
ourselves, from the living God, our creator and Redeemer. This
calling comes from God to everyone. It is the call of salvation, the
divine call that transforms us from sinners into saints. Therefore, this
calling depends not on anything within us but solely and totally on
the grace and mercy and love of God.

+ WELCOME & SHARING OF PEACE +

Opening Hymn              LSB # 398 Hail To The Lord’s Anointed

               

Invocation and Opening Sentences Psalm 43:4; 1 Corinthians 6:11

P: We come together in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN

P: I will go to the altar of God,
C: to God my exceeding joy.
P: You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified
C: in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our

God.

Confession and Absolution 

P: Called by God "to be saints together with all those who in every
place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ", let us give
rightful praise and honor God, who calls sinners to repentance
and bestows saving faith in our hearts by His Word and Spirit.
Behold, the Lamb of God!

C: Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, mercifully hear
our confession. We are sinners and have sinned against You.
We have not loved You with our whole heart. We have not
loved our neighbours with our whole heart. We cannot free
ourselves from our sin. Hear our prayer of confession and let
us hear Your call and gift of forgiveness, salvation, and life.

P: Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God to you. And in the stead and
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the   Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: AMEN

Responsive Psalm                                                    Psalm40:1-11

P: I waited patiently for the Lord; He inclined to me and heard my
cry.

C: He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry
bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.

P: He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.
Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord.

C: Blessed is the man who makes the Lord his trust, who does
not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after a lie!



P: You have multiplied, O Lord my God, Your wondrous deeds and
Your thoughts toward us; none can compare with You! I will
proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be told.

C: In sacrifice and offering You have not delighted, but You
have given me an open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering
You have not required.

P: Then I said, "Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is
written of me:

C: I delight to do Your will, O my God; Your law is within my
heart."

P: I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation;
behold, I have not restrained my lips, as You know, O Lord.

C: I have not hidden Your deliverance within my heart; I have
spoken of Your faithfulness and Your salvation; I have not
concealed Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness from the
great congregation.

P: As for You, O Lord, You will not restrain Your mercy from me;
Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness will ever preserve me!

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now, and will be
forever.  AMEN 

Prayer of the Day

P: We pray. Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things
in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your
people and grant us Your peace through all our days; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: AMEN

Old Testament                                                           Isaiah 49:1-7

(The servant of the Lord)
                                     

Listen to me, O coast-lands, and give attention, you peoples from
afar. The Lord called me from the womb, from the body of my
mother He named my name. He made my mouth like a sharp sword;
in the shadow of His hand He hid me; He made me a polished arrow;
in His quiver He hid me away. And He said to me, "You are My
servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified." But I said, " I have
laboured in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet
surely my right is with the Lord, and my recompense with my God."
And now the Lord says, He who formed me from the womb to be His
servant, to bring Jacob back to Him; and that Israel might be gathered
to Him---for I am honoured in the eyes of the Lord, and my God has
become my strength---He says: "It is too light a thing that you should
be My servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the
preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that My
salvation may reach to the end of the earth." Thus says the Lord, the
Redeemer of Israel and His Holy One, to one deeply despised,
abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: "Kings shall see and
arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; because of the
Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you."

Epistle                                                              1 Corinthians 1:1-9

(God's calling)

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus,
and our brother Sosthenes, To the church of God that is in Corinth, to
those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all
those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for
you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus,
that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all
knowledge— even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed
among you— so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you
to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is
faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.



Holy Gospel                                                               John1:29-42a

(Jesus calls the first disciples)

The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
"Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This
is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me,
because he was before me.' I myself did not know him, but for this
purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to
Israel." And John bore witness: "I saw the Spirit descend from heaven
like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but
he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you
see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the
Holy Spirit.' And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the
Son of God." The next day again John was standing with two of his
disciples, and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, "Behold,
the Lamb of God!" The two disciples heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following and said to
them, "What are you seeking?" And they said to him, "Rabbi" (which
means Teacher), "where are you staying?" He said to them, "Come
and you will see." So they came and saw where he was staying, and
they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of
the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew,
Simon Peter's brother. He first found his own brother Simon and said
to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which means Christ). He
brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "So you are
Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas" (which means
Peter).

P: These are the Word of the Lord.   C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Profession of Faith                                             Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and

earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living

and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of

the body, and the life everlasting. AMEN

Hymn of the Day                                   LSB # 688 Come Follow Me 

  

Sermon

The Offerings Are Gathered
(The Offertory Prayer is sung as the offerings are brought forward)

We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give!

Prayers of the Church   

P: Lord, we pray for the leaders of the Church here and around the
world who, like Isaiah, may question their ministry amid
continued opposition.  Remind them of Your presence and move
them to “hold fast” as they shine the light of Christ in the dark
places. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer.



P: Lord, we pray for our family here at Berea and Zion. May we be
fed by You and in turn serve one another in love. Lord, in Your
mercy, 

C: hear our prayer.

P: Ruler of all, preserve our nation. Grant health and protection to all
who bear office in our land. May they know, look to, and obey
Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Lord, people are struggling with all sorts of things...  loneliness,
confusion, fear, anxiety, fragile relationships, and some are just
trying to pick up the pieces of life to move forward. We lift them
to Your mercy and grace asking that You would fill their
struggles with Your presence and see them through their days.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Lord, we lift to You all those who are facing health concerns, all
those on the mend, and those for whom rest is coming. We
especially are bold to lift up...  and all in our hearts. May they
receive Your healing, strength, and courage as You know is right.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Holy Spirit, be with those celebrating birthdays, baptismal
birthdays, and anniversaries this week. Thank you for the past and
we look to the future. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

 P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: AMEN

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  AMEN

Benediction 

P: The blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: AMEN

Closing Hymn        LSB # 394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

                

Announcements and Dismissal

P: Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God.
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