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A BRIEF SELF-EXAMINATION 

BEFORE THE CELEBRATION OF 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 

~ I recognize that I fall short of God’s expectations of me, and I
humbly confess to Him all my sins, and sincerely repent of them. 

~ I believe and confess that Jesus Christ is my Lord and He died
for the forgiveness of all my sins. Jesus is the only Saviour from
sin, death and the power of the devil. 

~ I am reconciled to anyone who would have anything against me
to the best of my abilities.

~ I believe that the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ my Saviour are
REALLY present in, with, and under the Bread and Wine of
Holy Communion to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins,
life, and salvation, and to strengthen my union with Him and
fellow believers. 

~ With God’s help, I intend to amend my sinful life and live a life
of service to Him through regular worship, sacrificial giving and
thankful living.

Lutheran Church-Canada (LC-C) congregations practice close(d)
communion, (current communicant members of Zion and those of sister
congregations in altar fellowship with LC-C), believing that the Bible
encourages unity in belief for those receiving the sacrament together.

Guests wishing to join us at His table and receive this Holy
Sacrament OR to inquire about our beliefs further are asked to meet
with the pastor prior to communing for the first time.

For those NOT communing, we welcome you to come forward for a
blessing. Please indicate you want a blessing only by placing your arms
across your chest. 

http://www.hay.net/~bnz


2025 THEME FOR BEREA & ZION

COME AND SEE!
 

"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen."  Hebrews 11:1

 

Come and experience the faith that ties us together and keeps us at
Berea and Zion.  In a world of increasing uncertainty, you and I are
encouraged to live and share the basics of our faith that keeps us here. 
It is vital, life and eternal life changing, to know Jesus, our Saviour
who lived, suffered, died, and rose, for us, to set us free from the
control of evil.  

Our faith is grounded in the Good News that Jesus lives… the
victory is won. Living the victorious life means that Jesus is an
ever-present source of peace, comfort and hope in our lives.  This
year let's open doors for the Holy Spirit to work in the hearts and
minds of our families, friends and community by warmly inviting
them to… "COME AND SEE"! 

BEREA & ZION GUESTS

At the end of worship we would like to invite you to please take a
moment to sign our guest book in the foyer.

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

Welcome!  It's great to have you with us today!  If you're here

because you‘re looking for a church family, we're always

excited to unite brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Talk to Pastor John for more info.

Truly, I say to you, 
today you will be with Me in Paradise. 

Luke 23:43

Last Sunday of the Church Year ~ Nov. 23, 2025

As We Gather

There is a phrase familiar to both preschoolers and
powerbrokers. When they see that someone else has something they
want, they declare, "That's mine!" seizing either toys or territory for
themselves. This phrase is not unfamiliar to our God either. But
where humans are motivated by selfishness, the Lord acts out of love.
He claims you as His own because He loves you and He wants you to
be with Him for eternity. You are His treasured possession! He will
never leave you behind like a toddler may accidentally abandon her
teddy bear, or neglect you like a king would treat those who
supported his rival. When the Lord says, "You are Mine," you have
His pledge of enduring faithfulness, today and unto eternity!

DIVINE SERVICE    Setting One  Pg. 151

WELCOME AND SHARING OF PEACE

Hymn of Invocation                       748 I’m But a Stranger Here

        
1  I’m but a stranger here, Heav’n is my home;

Earth is a desert drear, Heav’n is my home.
Danger and sorrow stand Round me on ev’ry hand;

Heav’n is my fatherland, Heav’n is my home.



2  What though the tempest rage, Heav’n is my home;
Short is my pilgrimage, Heav’n is my home;

And time’s wild wintry blast Soon shall be overpast;
I shall reach home at last, Heav’n is my home.

3  Therefore I murmur not, Heav’n is my home;
Whate’er my earthly lot, Heav’n is my home;

And I shall surely stand There at my Lord’s right hand;
Heav’n is my fatherland, Heav’n is my home.

Invocation

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: AMEN

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. AMEN

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: AMEN

Responsive Psalm                                                           Psalm 46

P: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
C: Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though

the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
P: though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at

its swelling.
C: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the

holy habitation of the Most High.
P: God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help

her when morning dawns.
C: The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the

earth melts.
P: The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
C: Come, behold the works of the Lord, how he has brought

desolations on the earth.
P: He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow

and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire.
C: "Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the

nations, I will be exalted in the earth!"
P: The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now, and will be
forever.  AMEN

Kyrie  (Sing Responses)

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to
the Lord.



C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: AMEN

This Is The Feast  (Sung)

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
free to be people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honour, blessing,
and glory are His.

 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all
creation.
Blessing, honour, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb
forever.  AMEN

 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  Alleluia.
 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the
preaching of Your cross. Forgive Your people their offenses that
we, being governed by Your bountiful goodness, may enter at last
into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: AMEN

Old Testament Reading                                     Malachi 3:13-18

(The Lord makes His claim on His treasured possession, declaring
“they shall be Mine.”)

"Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. But you
say, ‘How have we spoken against you?' You have said, ‘It is vain to
serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking
as in mourning before the Lord of hosts? And now we call the
arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the
test and they escape.'" Then those who feared the Lord spoke with
one another. The Lord paid attention and heard them, and a book of
remembrance was written before him of those who feared the Lord
and esteemed his name. "They shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts,
in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare
them as a man spares his son who serves him. Then once more you
shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked,
between one who serves God and one who does not serve him."

P: This is the Word of the Lord.      C: Thanks be to God.



Gradual

Christ has risen from the dead. [God the Father] has crowned
him with glory and honour, He has given him dominion over the
works of his hands; he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle Reading                                              Colossians 1:13-20

(By His blood, the Christ who holds all things together
also holds us in His kingdom.)

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for
him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
making peace by the blood of his cross.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God.

(Berea) Alleluia and Verse  (Sung)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

(Zion) Choir : Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship

Holy Gospel                                                             Luke 23:27-43

(Upon the cross, Jesus is enthroned as King and speaks of
forgiveness and paradise.)

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 23rd chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

There followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of
women who were mourning and lamenting for him. But turning to
them Jesus said,  "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but
weep for yourselves and for your children. For behold, the days are
coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs
that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!' Then they will
begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,' and to the hills, ‘Cover us.'
For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen
when it is dry?" Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be
put to death with him. And when they came to the place that is called
The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his
right and one on his left. And Jesus said,  "Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do." And they cast lots to divide his
garments. And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed
at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the
Christ of God, his Chosen One!" The soldiers also mocked him,
coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, "If you are the
King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an inscription over
him, "This is the King of the Jews." One of the criminals who were
hanged railed at him, saying, "Are you not the Christ? Save yourself
and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we
indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but
this man has done nothing wrong." And he said, "Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom." And he said to him,  "Truly, I
say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise."

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn of The Day                           610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me

          
1 Lord Jesus, think on me And purge away my sin;

From worldly passions set me free And make me pure within.

2  Lord Jesus, think on me, By anxious thoughts oppressed;
Let me Your loving servant be And taste Your promised rest.

3  Lord Jesus, think on me Amid the battle’s strife;
In all my pain and misery, O be my health and life!

4  Lord Jesus, think on me Nor let me go astray;
Through darkness and perplexity Point out Your chosen way.

5  Lord Jesus, think on me That, when this life is past,
I may the_eternal brightness see And share Your joy at last.

Sermon

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have
no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by
the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. AMEN

Prayer of the Church

P: As those delivered to the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, we
confidently approach His throne of grace with our prayers and
intercessions, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN

P: King of all creation, the whole earth is full of Your glory, and we
are awed by Your hands work. Deepen our appreciation of Your
care and keeping and dedicate us as faithful stewards of Your
earthly gifts. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer.

P: Jesus, You defeat all the powers of evil and darkness. Strengthen
us to resist the temptations of Satan. Surround us with Your truth
and light. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer.

P: Holy Spirit, equip all servants in Your Church. Embolden them
as they bring Your Word to Your people so that more and more
may see Your light. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer.

P: King of justice, You rule the world with wisdom and faithfulness.
Give to those chosen as our earthly authorities patience,
perspective, and a heart that pursues Your will, that we might be
led into peaceable prosperity. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer.



P: Lord, You have borne our griefs and shared in our sorrows. Bring
Your comfort to all those who are bearing grief. Point them to the
joy and hope of the resurrection to eternal life with Jesus. Lord,
in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer.

P: Lord, look with favour and healing on all who are sick, injured,
and recovering.  We especially lift up... and all in our hearts.
Have mercy on them and restore them to health according to Your
wisdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer.

P: Lord, we rejoice with those celebrating birthdays, baptismal
birthdays, and anniversaries this week.  We thank you for the
blessings of the past, and entrust them to your future care. Lord,
in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer.

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for
whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. 

C: AMEN

Presentation of the Offerings and Offertory  (Sung)

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation 

and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord 

now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord's house, 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

+ Service of the Sacrament +

Preface  (Sing Responses)

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God. Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna.  Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Saviour. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You,
O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and



Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as
He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You
alone, O Father, be all glory, honour, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: AMEN

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. AMEN

The Words of Our Lord

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me."

Pax Domini

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: AMEN

Agnus Dei  (Sung)

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
 have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace.

Distribution

Distribution Hymn                               801 How Great Thou Art

1  O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made,

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed;   Refrain

ref.  Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
  How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
  Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
  How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

2  When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;   Refrain

3  But when I think that God, His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in—

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died to take away my sin;   Refrain



4  When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!

Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!”   Refrain

Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg, 1859–1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989  Text: ©
1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used

by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006118

Post Communion Canticle  (Sung)                     Thank the Lord

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; 
tell ev'ryone what He has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we praise You for remembering us
in Your kingdom, setting a place for us at Your Table, and
bringing us into a life that lasts forever. As those forgiven by
Your grace and sealed as Your treasured possession, bless us with
firm faith and a holy purpose, that on this side of paradise we
would dedicate ourselves to announcing Your righteous rule as
witnesses of Your glory and servants of Your kingdom, where
you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, one God, now
and forever. 

C: AMEN

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
favour and give you peace.

C: AMEN

Closing Hymn                                                 878 Abide with Me

  
1  Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,

Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

2  I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour;
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?

Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.

3  Come not in terrors, as the King of kings,
But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings;

Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea.
Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me.

4  Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;

Change and decay in all around I see;
O Thou who changest not, abide with me.

5  I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!

6  Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Announcements and Dismissal

P: Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God.



SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE
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