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 2025 THEME FOR BEREA & ZION

COME AND SEE!
 

"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen."  Hebrews 11:1

 

Come and experience the faith that ties us together and keeps
us at Berea and Zion.  In a world of increasing uncertainty, you and
I are encouraged to live and share the basics of our faith that keeps us
here.  It is vital, life and eternal life changing, to know Jesus, our
Saviour who lived, suffered, died, and rose, for us, to set us free from
the control of evil.  

Our faith is grounded in the Good News that Jesus lives… the
victory is won. Living the victorious life means that Jesus is an
ever-present source of peace, comfort and hope in our lives.  This
year let's open doors for the Holy Spirit to work in the hearts and
minds of our families, friends and community by warmly inviting
them to… "COME AND SEE"! 

BEREA & ZION GUESTS

At the end of worship we would like to invite you to please take a
moment to sign our guest book in the foyer.

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

Welcome in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour!  It's

great to have you with us today!  If you're here because you‘re

looking for a church family to be a part of, we're always

excited to unite brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Talk to Pastor John today.

http://www.hay.net/~bnz


A BRIEF SELF-EXAMINATION 

BEFORE THE CELEBRATION OF 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 

   ~ I recognize that I fall short of God’s expectations of me, and I humbly
confess to Him all my sins, and sincerely repent of them. 

~ I believe and confess that Jesus Christ is my Lord and He died for the
forgiveness of all my sins. Jesus is the only Saviour from sin, death
and the power of the devil. 

~ I am reconciled to anyone who would have anything against me to the
best of my abilities.

~ I believe that the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ my Saviour are
REALLY present in, with, and under the Bread and Wine of Holy
Communion to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins, life, and
salvation, and to strengthen my union with Him and fellow believers. 

~ With God’s help, I intend to amend my sinful life and live a life of
service to Him through regular worship, sacrificial giving and
thankful living.

Lutheran Church-Canada (LC-C) congregations practice close(d)
communion, (current communicant members of this congregation and
those sister congregations in altar fellowship with us),  believing that the
Bible encourages unity in belief for those receiving the sacrament together.

Guests wishing to join our confession and receive this Holy
Sacrament OR to inquire about our beliefs further are asked to meet
with the pastor prior to communing for the first time.

For those NOT communing, we welcome you to come forward for a
blessing. Please indicate you want a blessing only by placing your arms
across your chest. 

Behold, how good and pleasant
it is when brothers dwell in unity! 

Psalm 133:1

Easter 7 ~ June 1, 2025

As We Gather

How close must we be to achieve unity? For us sinners,
separation of even a little bit compromises unity. What we need is a
single source to unite us. It is our singular Saviour who is the only
source of true unity. Our Readings today show us the one church
continuing and Matthias elected to sit in Judas's chair. Jesus
promises power to His followers and tells them to stay close and do
His will. And our Lord even prays that they might be one with Him
even as He is one with the Father. Today we need to hear the Word
of God to find strength for continuing our being the one Body of
Christ.

 WELCOME AND SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

Ascension Reading                                                      Acts 1:1-11

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus
began to do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he
had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom
he had chosen. He presented himself alive to them after his suffering
by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking
about the kingdom of God.

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said,



"you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will
you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" He said to them, "It
is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they
were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them
in white robes, and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."

P: This is the Word of the Lord.         C: Thanks be to God.

Opening Hymn                             650 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling

1  Holy Spirit, ever dwelling In the holiest realms of light;
Holy Spirit, ever brooding O’er a world of gloom and night;
Holy Spirit, ever raising Those of earth to thrones on high;
Living, life-imparting Spirit, You we praise and magnify.

2  Holy Spirit, ever living As the Church’s very life;
Holy Spirit, ever striving Through us in a ceaseless strife;

Holy Spirit, ever forming In the Church the mind of Christ:
You we praise with endless worship For Your gifts and fruits

unpriced.

3  Holy Spirit, ever working Through the Church’s ministry;
Quick’ning, strength’ning, and absolving, Setting captive sinners

free;
Holy Spirit, ever binding Age to age and soul to soul

In communion never ending, You we worship and extol.

Invocation

P: We come together in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN

Confession and Absolution  

P: We are one because we all sin. Therefore, we confess our sin and
sinfulness to God, our heavenly Father.

C: We confess, Lord that we have sinned against You and one
another in our thoughts, our rashly spoken words, and in
acting for our own benefit, and not out of love. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us for Jesus' sake.

P: In His great love, our Father sent His only-begotten Son to pay
for all our sins and to rise in full victorious payment in full. We
are one in forgiveness because of that gracious act! As a called
and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN

Hymn of Praise                                      This Is the Feast (LSB 155)  

    
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

1  Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
free to be people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

2  Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honour, blessing,
and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



3  Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all
creation:

4  Blessing, honour, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb
forever.  Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

5  For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: We pray, O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far
above all heavens, leave us not without consolation but send us
the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You
live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: AMEN

+ WORD +

First Reading                                                            Acts 1:12-26

(Matthias is chosen to fill Judas's place)

Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 

And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room,
where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew,
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All these
with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with
the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.

In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company
of persons was in all about 120) and said, "Brothers, the Scripture had

to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth
of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who
arrested Jesus. For he was numbered among us and was allotted his
share in this ministry." (Now this man bought a field with the reward
of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle
and all his bowels gushed out. And it became known to all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own
language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) "For it is written in the
Book of Psalms, "‘May his camp become desolate, and let there be no
one to dwell in it'; and "‘Let another take his office.'

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the
baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of
these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection." And
they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called
Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed and said, "You, Lord, who
know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen
to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas
turned aside to go to his own place." And they cast lots for them, and
the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven
apostles.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.         C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading                                      Revelation 22:1-6, 12-20

(John sees a vision of heaven's perfection and glory)

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the
middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the
tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month.
The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. No longer
will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see
his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And night will be
no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God
will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.



And he said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true. And
the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to
show his servants what must soon take place."

Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to
repay everyone for what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the first and the last, the beginning and the end." Blessed are those
who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of
life and that they may enter the city by the gates. Outside are the dogs
and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters,
and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.

"I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things
for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright
morning star." The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let the one
who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the
one who desires take the water of life without price.

I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this
book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues
described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of
the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of
life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.

He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon."
AMEN. Come, Lord Jesus!

P: This is the Word of the Lord.            C: Thanks be to God.

Zion Choir: A Time To Serve

Holy Gospel                                                              John 17:20-26

(Jesus prays for us, "that they may all be one.")

[Jesus said:] "I do not ask for these only, but also for those who
will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, just
as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so
that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you

have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we
are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one,
so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as
you loved me. Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given
me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given
me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. O
righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know
you, and these know that you have sent me. I made known to them
your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with
which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them."

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.     C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Profession of Faith                                        Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have
no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. AMEN



Children’s Talk   (Zion)

 

Hymn of the Day                       649 Blest Be the Tie That Binds

  
1  Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Christian love;

The fellowship of kindred minds Is like to that above.

2  Before our Father’s throne We pour our ardent prayers;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, Our comforts and our

cares.

3  We share our mutual woes, Our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other flows The sympathizing tear.

4  When here our pathways part, We suffer bitter pain;
Yet, one in Christ and one in heart, We hope to meet again.

5  From sorrow, toil, and pain, And sin we shall be free
And perfect love and friendship reign Through all eternity.

Sermon

The Offerings Are Gathered
(The Offertory Prayer is sung as the offerings are brought forward)

We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our first-fruits give!

The Rite of Confirmation 

(See insert)

Dayan Stewart Brown

Miley Rose Restemayer

Prayers of the Church 

P: We pray for ourselves, the church around the world, and for all
people.  Father, we pray for our brothers and sisters here and
wherever the Gospel is proclaimed. May the Holy Spirit guide
and govern all who call Jesus Lord and that they be led into the
way of truth. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayers.

P: Holy Spirit, we pray for all who sit in places of authority in this
world.  We ask that You would bless them, protect them, and
guide their thoughts and decisions so that they would be God
pleasing and for the welfare of us all. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayers.

P: Lord, as the summer months come upon us, we lift to You all
those who travel.  May they reach their destinations safely, have
a blessed time while there, and return to our midst in joy and
rest. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayers.

P: Lord, we pray for all who have a hand in managing the resources
of Your good creation.  Open their eyes to see that their efforts
serve You as they minister to the needs of people here and
around the world.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayers.



P: Lord, we lift up all who are in need of healing and comfort.  We
especially lift up... and all in our hearts. Visit and relieve them
in their time of need with Your gracious plans for them. Lord, in
Your mercy,

C: hear our prayers.

P: Holy Spirit, we rejoice with those celebrating birthdays,
baptismal birthdays, and anniversaries this week.  We thank You
for the blessings of the past, and entrust them to Your future
care. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayers.

P: Into Your hands we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, heavenly Father, for the sake of
our Saviour, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: AMEN

+ CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER +
(The communion candles are lit at this time)

Luther’s Admonition to the Communicants

P: I exhort you in Christ that you give attention to the Testament of
Christ in true faith, and above all take to heart the words with
which Christ presents His body and blood to us for forgiveness;
that you take note and give thanks for the boundless love that He
showed us when He saved us from the wrath of God, sin, death,
and hell by His blood; and that you then externally receive the
bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a guarantee and
pledge.  Let us then in His name, according to His command,
and with His own words administer and receive the Testament.
LW p. 197-198 

Sanctus                                                                                                  

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Day and night we join to praise Your love and majesty.

You alone are holy, worthy and righteous.
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!           

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
We rejoice to join the hymns Of earth and sky and sea.

Generations praise you, with the saints and angels
Holy, blessed through all eternity.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. AMEN

Words of Institution     Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; 

                                                                Lu ke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”



Peace of the Lord

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: AMEN 

Agnus Dei                                                                                           

O Lamb of God, we pray:  Take all our sins away --
Our faith increase.

Have mercy on us all,  Strengthen us when we fall,
Answer our fervent call  And grant us peace.

Distribution of Communion

Distribution Hymn                          617 O Lord, We Praise You 

         
1  O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,

In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish

Our weak souls that they may flourish:
O Lord, have mercy!

May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary,
That our sins and sorrows did carry,

And Thy blood for us plead
In all trial, fear, and need: O Lord, have mercy!

2  Thy holy body into death was given,
Life to win for us in heaven.

No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;
May this feast thereof remind us!

O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee

That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.
All our debt Thou hast paid;

Peace with God once more is made: O Lord, have mercy!

3  May God bestow on us His grace and favor
That we follow Christ our Savior

And live together here in love and union
Nor despise this blest Communion!

O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us;

Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us;
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see

Days of peace and unity: O Lord, have mercy!

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3):
Martin Luther, 1483–1546 Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006118

Dismissal Blessing

P: May this holy and precious body and blood of our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in the true
faith  to life everlasting. Depart in peace.

Post-Communion Prayer

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: AMEN

Benediction   

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with
favour and give you peace.

C: AMEN



Closing Hymn                       729 I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus 

1 Forth in the peace of Christ we go;
Christ to the world with joy we bring;

Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips,
Christ in our hearts, the world’s true king.

2  King of our hearts, Christ makes us kings;
Kingship with Him His servants gain;
With Christ the Servant-Lord of all,

Christ’s world we serve to share Christ’s reign.

3  Priests of the world, Christ sends us forth
This world of time to consecrate,

This world of sin by grace to heal,
Christ’s world in Christ to re-create.

4  Christ’s are our lips, His Word we speak;
Prophets are we whose deeds proclaim
Christ’s truth in love that we may be

Christ in the world, to spread Christ’s name.

5  We are the Church; Christ bids us show
That in His Church all nations find

Their hearth and home where Christ restores
True peace, true love to all mankind.

Text: James Quinn, 1919–2010 Text: © 1969, 1987 OCP Publications. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006118

Announcements and Dismissal

P: Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God.

Zion Choir: The Doxology

SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE
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Children’s Talk: Doris Osgood
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