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A BRIEF SELF-EXAMINATION 

BEFORE THE CELEBRATION OF 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 

~ I recognize that I fall short of God’s
expectations of me, and I humbly confess
to Him all my sins, and sincerely repent
of them. 

~ I believe and confess that Jesus Christ is my Lord and He died
for the forgiveness of all my sins. Jesus is the only Saviour from
sin, death and the power of the devil. 

~ I am reconciled to anyone who would have anything against me
to the best of my abilities.

~ I believe that the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ my Saviour are
REALLY present in, with, and under the Bread and Wine of
Holy Communion to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins,
life, and salvation, and to strengthen my union with Him and
fellow believers. 

~ With God’s help, I intend to amend my sinful life and live a life
of service to Him through regular worship, sacrificial giving and
thankful living.

Lutheran Church-Canada (LC-C) congregations practice *close(d)
communion, believing that the Bible encourages unity in belief for those
receiving the sacrament together.

Guests wishing to join us at His table and receive this Holy Sacrament
OR to inquire about our beliefs further are asked to meet with the pastor
prior to communing for the first time.

For those NOT communing, we welcome you to come forward for a
blessing. Please indicate you want a blessing only by placing your arms
across your chest. 

*(current communicant members of Zion and those of sister congregations
in altar fellowship with LC-C)

http://www.hay.net/~bnz


2025 THEME FOR BEREA & ZION

COME AND SEE!
 

"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen."  Hebrews 11:1

 

Come and experience the faith that ties us together and keeps us at
Berea and Zion.  In a world of increasing uncertainty, you and I are
encouraged to live and share the basics of our faith that keeps us here. 
It is vital, life and eternal life changing, to know Jesus, our Saviour
who lived, suffered, died, and rose, for us, to set us free from the
control of evil.  

Our faith is grounded in the Good News that Jesus lives… the
victory is won. Living the victorious life means that Jesus is an
ever-present source of peace, comfort and hope in our lives.  This
year let's open doors for the Holy Spirit to work in the hearts and
minds of our families, friends and community by warmly inviting
them to… "COME AND SEE"! 

BEREA & ZION GUESTS

At the end of worship we would like to invite you to please take a
moment to sign our guest book in the foyer.

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

Welcome!  It's great to have you with us today!  If you're here

because you‘re looking for a church family, we're always

excited to unite brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Talk to Pastor John for more info.

Epiphany 3 ~ January 26, 2025

As We Gather

When Jesus unrolled the scroll, the people might have been
expecting words from His mouth, but what they got was the Word
made flesh, the Word that endures forever. It did not take long before
they found reason to wonder. "Is this not Joseph's son?" The reality
is that there are always those who look for reason to doubt or to reject
but the Word is given to bring forth faith. The Word is given that by
hearing we might believe, but wherever God's Word is spoken it is
also a scandal and offense to the way we see ourselves and our
salvation. Jesus has come to address us with the Word of Life so that
by hearing we may believe and by believing we may see that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of the living God. The best appreciation for God's
Word is faith.

DIVINE SERVICE    Setting One  Pg. 151

WELCOME AND SHARING OF PEACE

Hymn of Invocation            901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

1  Open now thy gates of beauty;
Zion, let me enter there,

Where my soul in joyful duty
Waits for Him who answers prayer.

Oh, how blessèd is this place,
Filled with solace, light, and grace!

2  Gracious God, I come before Thee;
Come Thou also unto me.

Where we find Thee and adore Thee,
There a heav’n on earth must be.

To my heart, O enter Thou;
Let it be Thy temple now!



3  Here Thy praise is gladly chanted; 
Here Thy seed is duly sown.

Let my soul, where it is planted, 
Bring forth precious sheaves alone,

So that all I hear may be
Fruitful unto life in me.

4  Thou my faith increase and quicken;
Let me keep Thy gift divine,

Howsoe’er temptations thicken;
May Thy Word still o’er me shine
As my guiding star through life,

As my comfort in all strife.

5  Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee;
Let Thy will be done indeed.

May I undisturbed draw near Thee
While Thou dost Thy people feed.

Here of life the fountain flows;
Here is balm for all our woes.

Invocation

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: AMEN

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. AMEN

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: AMEN

Responsive Psalm                                                   Psalm 19:7-14

P: The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony
of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple;

C: the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes;

P: the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the just decrees
of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether.

C: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.

P: Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there
is great reward.

C: Who can discern his errors? Declare me innocent from
hidden faults.

P: Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not
have dominion over me! Then I shall be blameless, and innocent
of great transgression.

C: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my
redeemer.



All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now, and will be
forever.  AMEN

Kyrie  (Sing Responses)

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to

the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and

praise let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: AMEN

This Is The Feast  (Sung)

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
free to be people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honour, blessing,
and glory are His.

 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all
creation.

Blessing, honour, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb
forever.  AMEN

 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  Alleluia.
 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon
our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal
and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: AMEN

Old Testament Reading                     Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

(They taught the Word of the Lord clearly.)

All the people gathered as one man into the square before the
Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the
Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. 

So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men
and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the
first day of the seventh month. And he read from it facing the square
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the
presence of the men and the women and those who could understand.
And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he
was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood.
And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people



answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed
their heads and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 

They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they
gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and
scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people,
“This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.”
For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. Then he
said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and
send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy
to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your
strength.” 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.      C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Christ has risen from the dead. [God the Father] has crowned
him with glory and honour, He has given him dominion over the
works of his hands; he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle Reading                                      1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

(Though individually members, we are all one Body in Christ.)

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.
For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the
foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the
ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole
body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole
body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? But as it is,
God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he

chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it
is, there are many parts, yet one body.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor
again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary,
the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and on
those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the
greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater
modesty, which our more presentable parts do not require. But God
has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked
it, that there may be no division in the body, but that the members
may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all
suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets,
third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping,
administrating, and various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts
of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? But earnestly
desire the higher gifts.

And I will show you a still more excellent way.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God.

(Berea) Alleluia and Verse  (Sung)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

(Zion) Choir : LW 261 OT Canticle 

Holy Gospel                                                               Luke 4:16-30
(Jesus opens a scroll to read and fulfills its words in His person and work.)

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke , the 4th chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.



And He (Jesus) came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up.
And as was His custom, He went to the synagogue on the Sabbath
day, and He stood up to read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was
given to Him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was
written, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed
me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's
favour."

And He rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and
sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him.
And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled
in your hearing." And all spoke well of Him and marveled at the
gracious words that were coming from His mouth. And they said, "Is
not this Joseph's son?" And He said to them, "Doubtless you will
quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.' What we have
heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well." And
He said, "Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his
hometown. But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel
in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and
six months, and a great famine came over all the land, and Elijah was
sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a
woman who was a widow. And there were many lepers in Israel in
the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but
only Naaman the Syrian." 

When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled
with wrath. And they rose up and drove Him out of the town and
brought Him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so
that they could throw Him down the cliff. But passing through their
midst, He went away.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Talk   (Zion)

Hymn of The Day           839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light

1  O Christ, our true and only light,
Enlighten those who sit in night;

Let those afar now hear Your voice
And in Your fold with us rejoice.

2  Fill with the radiance of Your grace
The souls now lost in error’s maze;

Enlighten those whose inmost minds
Some dark delusion haunts and blinds.

3  O gently call those gone astray
That they may find the saving way!
Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed
In You find peace and heav’nly rest.

4  Shine on the darkened and the cold;
Recall the wand’rers to Your fold.

Unite all those who walk apart;
Confirm the weak and doubting heart,

5  That they with us may evermore
Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore

And endless praise to You be giv’n
By all Your Church in earth and heav’n.

Sermon

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one



substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have
no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by
the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. AMEN

Prayer of the Church

P: Father, You have made known to us Your Word, and from that
Word we have come to know Jesus. Guard our unity in holding
Your Word as infallible, inerrant, and truly Your Word for our
good. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Holy Spirit, come to Your church, inspire and empower it’s
pastor’s, leaders, and all it’s members that we may be united in
faith and in our confession. Give strength, wisdom, and
understanding to all who cling to Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Lord, we pray for all those who cry out to You in any need or
want.  Daily and richly supply Your people with all they need for
this body and life. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Holy Spirit, guide those who govern in every place, that we may
enjoy the blessing of good government and good leaders and
leave in peace. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Lord, we pray for those who have been brought low by illness,
affliction, troubled in heart or mind, or grieve over the earthly
loss of those they love.  WE especially pray for... and all in our
hearts.  May Your grace support, defend, and heal them.  Lord, in
Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Jesus, may we be strengthened and nourished in faith through
Holy Communion, Your very body and blood. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Holy Spirit, we rejoice with those celebrating birthdays,
baptismal birthdays, and anniversaries this week.  We thank you
for the blessings of the past and entrust them to your future care.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayers.

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: AMEN

Presentation of the Offerings and Offertory  (Sung)

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving  and will call on the

name of the Lord. I will take the cup of salvation 
and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows to the
Lord  now in the presence of all His people, in the courts of the

Lord's house,  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.



+ Service of the Sacrament +
(The communion candles are lit at this time)

Preface  (Sing Responses)

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God. Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna.  Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Saviour. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You,
O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as

He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You
alone, O Father, be all glory, honour, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: AMEN

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. AMEN

The Words of Our Lord

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me."

Pax Domini

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: AMEN



Agnus Dei  (Sung)

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
 have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace.

Distribution

Distribution Hymn      619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Saviour

1  Thy body, giv’n for me, O Saviour,
Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed,
These are my life and strength forever,

By them my hungry soul is fed.   Refrain

ref.     Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
    Be for my soul the highest good!

2  With Thee, Lord, I am now united;
I live in Thee and Thou in me.

No sorrow fills my soul, delighted
It finds its only joy in Thee.  Refrain

3  Who can condemn me now? For surely
The Lord is nigh, who justifies.
No hell I fear, and thus securely

With Jesus I to heaven rise.  Refrain

4  Though death may threaten with disaster,
It cannot rob me of my cheer;

For He who is of death the master
With aid and comfort e’er is near.  Refrain

5  My heart has now become Thy dwelling,
O blessèd, holy Trinity.

With angels I, Thy praises telling,
Shall live in joy eternally.  Refrain

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.

110006118

Post Communion Canticle  (Sung)                     Thank the Lord

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; 
tell ev'ryone what He has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

P: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all
goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son
into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: AMEN

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
favour and give you peace.

C: AMEN



Closing Hymn                 918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer

        
1  Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer,

Pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,

Feed me till I want no more; Feed me till I want no more.

2  Open now the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow;

Let the fiery, cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer,

Be Thou still my strength and shield;
Be Thou still my strength and shield.

3  When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;

Death of death and hell’s destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan’s side.

Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to Thee; I will ever give to Thee.

Announcements and Dismissal

P: Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God.
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