
[Jesus said:] "I am the true
vine, and My Father is the

vinedresser. Every branch of
Mine that does not bear fruit He
takes away, and every branch
that does bear fruit He prunes,

that it may bear more fruit."
John 15:1-2
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A BRIEF SELF-EXAMINATION 

BEFORE THE CELEBRATION OF 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 

~ I recognize that I fall short of God’s expectations of me, and I
humbly confess to Him all my sins, and sincerely repent of them. 

~ I believe and confess that Jesus Christ is my Lord and He died
for the forgiveness of all my sins. Jesus is the only Saviour from
sin, death and the power of the devil. 

~ I am reconciled to anyone who would have anything against me
to the best of my abilities.

~ I believe that the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ my Saviour are
REALLY present in, with, and under the Bread and Wine of
Holy Communion to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins,
life, and salvation, and to strengthen my union with Him and
fellow believers. 

~ With God’s help, I intend to amend my sinful life and live a life
of service to Him through regular worship, sacrificial giving and
thankful living.

Lutheran Church-Canada (LC-C) congregations practice *close(d)
communion, believing that the Bible encourages unity in belief for those
receiving the sacrament together.

Guests wishing to join us at His table and receive this Holy Sacrament
OR to inquire about our beliefs further are asked to meet with the pastor
prior to communing for the first time.

For those NOT communing, we welcome you to come forward for a
blessing. Please indicate you want a blessing only by placing your arms
across your chest. 

*(current communicant members of Zion and those of sister congregations
in altar fellowship with LC-C)

http://www.hay.net/~bnz


2024 THEME FOR BEREA & ZION

“WHAT’S KEEPING US HERE?”

“This is what the Lord says to you: Do not be afraid or
discouraged- For the battle is not yours but God’s.”  2 Chronicles 20:15

The answer to this question may seem obvious: Our faith in God,
the Father, our Saviour Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. Because of
that we want to be fed by Him through Word and Sacrament, praise
Him, worship Him and thank Him. We also want to grow in our faith
to live it out, spreading His message to others. 

In an ever-changing world with so many challenges, let us make
2024 a year to use the different talents and abilities God has given us
to make our church a welcoming place for all. Working together in
love because He first loved us! Remembering and trusting: He will be
with us and guide us!

BEREA & ZION GUESTS

At the end of worship we would like to invite you to please take a
moment to sign our guest book in the foyer.

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

Welcome!  It's great to have you with us today!  If you're here

because you‘re looking for a church family, we're always

excited to unite brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Talk to Pastor John for more info.

5th Sunday of Easter  ~ April 28, 2024

As We Gather

When Jesus uses the image of the vine and speaks of vineyards,
He is choosing something very familiar to His hearers. Viticulture is
well known around the world. More than eighteen million acres
worldwide is used for growing grapes-from Panama to Tajikistan to
Zimbabwe! Today, the cultivation of vineyards is still an important
agricultural component in both Israel and the Jordan, lands where
Jesus walked and taught. Life in the vineyard is vital! As branches
grafted to the Vine that is Christ, we are vitalized by His power. As
we worship, God's life-supporting power infuses us! It is time to
continue growing!

DIVINE SERVICE    Setting One  Pg. 151

WELCOME AND SHARING OF PEACE

Hymn of Invocation            469 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

         
1  “Christ the Lord is ris’n today!” 

Saints on earth and angels say;
Raise your joys and triumphs high;
Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, reply.

2  Love’s redeeming work is done, 
Fought the fight, the battle won;

Lo! Our Sun’s eclipse is o’er;
Lo! He sets in blood no more.

3  Vain the stone, the watch, the seal;
Christ hath burst the gates of hell.

Death in vain forbids His rise;
Christ has opened paradise.



4  Lives again our glorious King!
Where, O death, is now thy sting?
Once He died our souls to save;

Where thy victory, O grave?

5  Soar we now where Christ has led;
Foll’wing our exalted Head.

Made like Him, like Him we rise;
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.

6  Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n!
Praise to Thee by both be giv’n!
Thee we greet triumphant now:
Hail, the resurrection, Thou!

Invocation

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: AMEN

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. AMEN

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: AMEN

Responsive Psalm                                                         Psalm 150

P: Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his
mighty heavens!

C: Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his
excellent greatness!

P: Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp!
C: Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with

strings and pipe!
P: Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing

cymbals!
C: Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! Praise the

LORD!

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now, and will be
forever.  AMEN

Kyrie  (Sing Responses)

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to
the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.



C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: AMEN

This Is The Feast  (Sung)

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
free to be people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honour, blessing,
and glory are His.

 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all
creation.
Blessing, honour, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb
forever.  AMEN

 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  Alleluia.
 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray. O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be
of one will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded
and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of
this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: AMEN

First Reading                                                             Acts 8:26-40

(Philip witnesses about Jesus to the Ethiopian official.)

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Rise and go toward the
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is a
desert place. And he rose and went. 

And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace,
queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had
come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his chariot,
and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to Philip,
"Go over and join this chariot." So Philip ran to him and heard him
reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, "Do you understand what you
are reading?" And he said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?"
And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:
"Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its
shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice
was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is
taken away from the earth."

And the eunuch said to Philip, "About whom, I ask you, does the
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?" Then Philip
opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the
good news about Jesus. 



And as they were going along the road they came to some water,
and the eunuch said, "See, here is water! What prevents me from
being baptized?" And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he
baptized him. And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and
went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as
he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he
came to Caesarea.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.      C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Christ has risen from the dead. [God the Father] has crowned
him with glory and honour, He has given him dominion over the
works of his hands; he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle Reading                                                       1 John 4:1-11

(An exhortation to lives of Christian love.)

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see
whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out
into the world. 

By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit
that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the
anti-christ, which you heard was coming and now is in the world
already. 

Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he
who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. They are from
the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens
to them. We are from God. 

Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does
not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of
error. 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who
does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God
sent His only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him.
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse  (Sung)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel                                                                  John 15:1-8

(Jesus says that He is the vine and His people are the branches)

P: The Holy Gospel according to John , the 15th chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more
fruit. 

Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to
you. 

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide
in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and
I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a



branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the
fire, and burned. 

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Talk   (Zion)

Hymn of The Day           633 At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing 

   
1  At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

Praise to our victorious King,
Who has washed us in the tide 
Flowing from His piercèd side.

Alleluia!

2  Praise we Him, whose love divine 
Gives His sacred blood for wine,
Gives His body for the feast—

Christ the victim, Christ the priest.
Alleluia!

3  Where the paschal blood is poured,
Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword;

Israel’s hosts triumphant go
Through the wave that drowns the foe.

Alleluia!

4  Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed,
Paschal victim, paschal bread;

With sincerity and love
Eat we manna from above.

Alleluia!

 

5  Mighty Victim from the sky,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;

You have conquered in the fight,
You have brought us life and light.

Alleluia!

6  Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;

You have opened paradise,
And Your saints in You shall rise.

Alleluia!

7  Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.

Alleluia!

8  Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,

Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, Your name we praise.

Alleluia!

Sermon

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He



suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have
no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by
the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. AMEN

Prayer of the Church

P: Father, You sent Jesus into the world that everyone might be
saved.  Through Your Holy Spirit bring those who don’t know
You, or those who have wandered away from You back in
repentance and faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer.

P: Lord, give to pastors, church workers, missionaries, and all Your
people the skills, patience, words, and courage to share the
Scriptures as Philip did for the Ethiopian eunuch.  We pray that
many would come to the waters of Baptism and know
forgiveness, rescue, and that heaven is their home as a baptized
and believing child of God, thanks to Jesus.  To that end Lord, we
pray for the ministries of Berea and Zion that we would be Your
voice in our communities.  

C: hear our prayer.

P: Lord, preserve our country with peace through those You have
placed in authority.  These are very tumultuous and uncertain
times with many people angry, frustrated, confused, and not
certain how to respond to so much.  Give wisdom and courage

and compassion according to Your will. Protect us from all that
would harm us. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Lord, in Your gracious will, bring healing, comfort, and strength
to those who are sick. Give patience during this time of affliction
and healing.  We especially lift to You... and all in our hearts. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer.

P: Holy Spirit, we rejoice with those celebrating birthdays,
baptismal birthdays, and anniversaries this week.  We thank you
for the blessings of the past and entrust them to your future care.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayers.

P: Lord, You have promised to grant us all things needful for this
body and life. Help us always to pray with confidence in Your
mercy, knowing that Your every answer is for our good now and
eternally. In Jesus’ name we pray.

C: AMEN

Presentation of the Offerings and Offertory  (Sung)

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation 

and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord 

now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord's house, 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.



+ Service of the Sacrament +

Preface  (Sing Responses)

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God. Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna.  Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Saviour. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You,
O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and

Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as
He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You
alone, O Father, be all glory, honour, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: AMEN

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. AMEN

The Words of Our Lord

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me."

Pax Domini

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: AMEN



Agnus Dei  (Sung)

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
 have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace.

Distribution

Distribution Hymn           618 I Come, O Saviour, to Thy Table

1 I come, O Saviour, to Thy table,
For weak and weary is my soul;

Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able
To satisfy and make me whole:  Refrain

ref:  Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
  Be for my soul the highest good!

2  Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning
That sinners may salvation see

Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;
So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain
3  Unworthy though I am, O Saviour,

Because I have a sinful heart,
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,

For Thou my faithful shepherd art:  Refrain

4  Weary am I and heavy laden;
With sin my soul is sore oppressed;
Receive me graciously and gladden

My heart, for I am now Thy guest.  Refrain

5  What higher gift can we inherit?
It is faith’s bond and solid base;

It is the strength of heart and spirit,
The covenant of hope and grace.  Refrain

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal,
1941, abr. Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission:

LSB Hymn License no. 110006118

Post Communion Canticle  (Sung)                     Thank the Lord

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; 
tell ev'ryone what He has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

P: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all
goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son
into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: AMEN

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
favour and give you peace.

C: AMEN



Closing Hymn       475 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing 

     
1  Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!

Now is the triumph of our King!
To all the world glad news we bring:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2  The Lord of life is ris’n this day;
Bring flow’rs of song to strew His way;

Let all the world rejoice and say:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3  Praise we in songs of victory
That love, that life which cannot die,
And sing with hearts uplifted high:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4  Your name we bless, O risen Lord,
And sing today with one accord

The life laid down, the life restored:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872–1955, alt. Text: © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient
and Modern Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: 

LSB Hymn License no. 110006118

Announcements and Dismissal

P: Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God.

SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE
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